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Campeau Fund thriving in tough times
By John Lagimodiere
Of Eagle Feather NewsDespite a significant downturn in the economy,

the Clarence Campeau Development Fund
(CCDF) had a record year in 2009. And the

board and management maintain a positive outlook and
project even bigger and better things for the Fund in
2010.

Bob McLeod is the Area Director of Western Region
II and has the portfolio of Economic Development
Minister for the Métis Nation-Saskatchewan. He also
sits as chair of the CCDF Board of Directors. McLeod
believes there are several reasons for the success of the
fund. 

“CCDF is successful because we removed the
politics from the board and have business people
involved at the board table. The board members are
geographically representative and selected based on strict
criteria. The board has helped create trust and vision, but
we also have a strong CEO in Roland Duplessis and a
professional staff,” McLeod says. 

“When you have good people at the top, it filters
through the organization. It is about strong relationships
with our funding partners. It is difficult sometimes to get
federal or provincial ministers to meet considering their
busy schedules. However once we get them through our
doors and show them what we do, they buy into it right
away and become strong advocates for the Fund.”

McLeod recalled a productive visit from First Nation
and Métis Relations Minister Bill Hutchison. The one
hour meeting turned into a three hour visit. The positive
relationship that has been developed with the Province
has resulted in an extra $1.4 million from the Gaming

Fund for CCDF to invest this year. 
“Two years ago we invested $4.3 million dollars. In

2009, even during a slump in the economy, we invested
$4.5 million. This year we expect to do even better,” said
McLeod. “It shows we are doing something right.”

The folks at CCDF are doing many things right. They
have only a two per cent writeoff on bad investments.
Most banks and developmental lenders would love to
have that number. 

“Other lending institutions are very envious of that.
It shows that we have a close working relationship with
our clients. They want to repay the money so we can lend
it out to someone else,” added McLeod.

Meyers Norris Penney recently completed a
thorough review of the Fund. 

“The report spoke highly of us,” said Fund Manager
Roland Duplessis. “That report led to the extra $1.4
million this year, but it also identified we would need
even more dollars if the trends continue. The demand is
fantastic right now and has led to the opening of a second
location in Regina, the creation of five new jobs as well
as the intended expansion of our building in Saskatoon.
We also expect to make a major announcement in the
next couple few weeks that will really be groundbreak-
ing.”

The Fund, since its inception in 1997, has provided
over $28 million in funding to Métis businesses and
leveraging $95 million in conventional financing and
helped create or secure well over 1,700 direct jobs. The
Fund has helped with investments at the Back to Batoche
site as well. With over $1 million in funding from CCDF
in the past several years, the site now has more cabins,
electrified sites, two kitchens and also some much needed

operating dollars. 
“Imagine what we can do with Métis businesses in

the North if the forestry industry fires up again,” specu-
lated McLeod. 

“When we do well as Métis businesses, the whole
province does well. These Métis businesses are paying
taxes and creating jobs and wealth for everyone. We are
helping Métis citizens. 

“They come in the door with an idea, we assist them
with a professional business plan, and before long a new
business in the province is up and running,” says
McLeod.
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